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ON THE 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION, &c. 


I Begin firſt to explain the inability off 


human nature, and what is under- 


They, who would know the true 
ſtate of human nature, and the inability 


thereof to perform any good action, 


without the aſſiſting grace of God, 
ſhould go into thoſe parts of the world, 
where the knowledge of the goſpel 
was never introduced; or if it was, is 


now entirely loſt; and ſuch would find 


A 2 theme» 
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themſelyes ſoon cotivinc'd, how much 
mankind are beholden to the favor of 
almighty God for the means of grace, 
and to that undeſerved mercy of his, 
which brought life and immortality to 

light through the goſpel: a goſpel of 
peace, and benevolence to man. For 
the knowledge of our duty, which we 
chriſtians enjoy, is entirely vouchſafed 
unto us, through the miniſtry of the 


word, and a pure church; all which, 


by the bleſſing of God, and the illumi- 
mation of his Holy Spirit, are beſtowed 
upon us: which cannot be aſcribed to 
the nature of man, as being unable of 
himſelf to know the will of God, un- 
leſs made known to him; nor capable 
of performing his duty, but by his affiſt- 
ance. For we wofully behold, how mi- 
ſerably ignorant all thoſe people are, 
who live in an heathen land — and 
hence all thoſe who are thus deſtitute 
of God's grace, are ſaid to be, with- 
out help, and unable to walk in the 
paths of truth and righteouſnefs, of 
grace and glory. For without faith, 


and the knowledge of the chriſtian re- 


ligion, 


— _ © — 
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gion, we cannot pleaſe God fo accep- 
tably as he would have us. And as for 


God's uncovenanted mercies, we have 
nothing to do with them. But it 15 to be 
feared that many virtuous heathens will 
riſe up in judgment againſt us chriſtians, 
at the laſt day, to our horror and con- 
fuſion of face. For God is no reſpecter 
of perſons; but in every nation, he 
that feareth him and worketh righteouſ- 
neſs, is accepted with him. But we 
chriſtians, muſt believe in his ſon Jeſus 
Chriſt, and obey him, who 1s our lord 
and maſter, as well as our ſaviour, if we 
expect to be bleſſed in another world; 
and fincerely repent of our fins 1n this, 
if we mean to be everlaſtingly happy. 


And though repentance is ſaid to be 
the gift of God, yet it is a matter of 
doubt, whether it means, that the Al- 
mighty allows it, and ſo approves of it 
as ſufficient for ſalvation, or whether, 


he acts upon us in an irreſiſtible manner, 
which ſeems contrary to the nature and 


ſince 
| Wwe 


deſign of the holy goſpel 


4 . 
we are commanded to cleanſe our ſelves 
from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, 
per fecting holineſs in the fear of God ; 
fince we are called upon to repent, and 
bring forth fruits worthy of repentance. 
And therefore it appears, as I have ſaid 
in my former Treatiſe, that the abi- 
lity is from God, but the action itſelf 
from ourſelves. — Beſides, he would ne- 
ver have required any thing of us, 
had he not have given us the power to 
do what 1s his will, He does not com- 
wand us to make brick without ſtraw. 
No. He is not ſuch an Egyptian taſk- 
maſter. He does not tantalize his chil- 
dren, which confirms what our blefled 
Lord ſays, “ do not reap where I have 
* not lirawed. 


And though obedience and faith is the 
way to eternal glory, or rather, the 
former 1s the way, and the latter the 
gate to bliſs ; yet it is a mere mercy, 
worthy the goodneſs of God, that he is 
pleated to crown the chriſtian's labours 
with an excceding great reward, upon 
any terms. But God is before-hand 

with 
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with us, that he has annexed a reward 
(a reward indeed !) to our obedience, to 
our poor, imperfect ſervices : eſpecially 
when the one bears no proportion to the 
other. And therefore all is grace and 
goodneſs itſelf, ©* grace, grace unto it,” 
as the prophet Zech. ſpeaks. 


In all God's diſpenſations of provi- 
dence, his chief end, 1s the ſalvation of 
mankind, and their happineſs. After 
his arm is lifted up, men's reformation 
may avert the blow; when he waiteth 
that he may be gracious to a ſinful peo- 
ple, provided they return from their 
wickedneſs, that iniquity may not prove 
their ruin ; as we fee in. the people of 
Nineveh. For God abſolutely deter- 
mined to cut them off, and not to ſpare 
even the very cattle; yet we ſee he 

raciouſly revoked his ſentence and 
p ared them on their repentance. So 
We he did not pour out his wrath for 
ſome time after, until their diſobedience 
highly provoked him to ſhew his juſt 
judgments for their repeated tranſgreſſi- 
ons. For all that is required on our part, 

1s 
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is only to repent and believe the goſpel. 
This was all that our bleſſed Lord him- 
ſelf called upon mankind to do, when 
he firſt entered upon his miniſtry ; and 
the ſum and ſubſtance of all that he 
taught afterwards, and commanded his 
apoſtles to teach. He himſelf faith, 
that he came to call ſinners to repen- 
tance 3 and told his diſciples that re- 
pentance and remiſſion of ſins ſhould be 
">; pan in his name among all nations : 
firſt repentance,' and then remiſſion of 
fins; but both in his name and among 
all nations; that all might believe 
in him, And accordingly, when the 
people defired to know of St. Peter 
and the reſt of the apoſtles, what they 


ſhould do, St. Peter ſaid unto them, 


repent and be baptized, every one of 
you, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt for the 


remiſſion of ſins, and ye ſhall receive 


the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, i. e. to en- 


able you to pleaſe God. What then is 


Paul, Apollos or Cephas to us, except 
they belong unto C riſt, an preoch 


the word of God, in ſincerity and in 


truth? Even ſo let us beware, that we 
: fall 


i (9-3 
all not into any error that may ſtag- 
ger people's faith, contrary to ſound 
| doctrine, the goſpel of Chriſt ; which 
teacheth us, that the author of our 
moſt holy religion, would have all 
men to be ſaved, and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth ; that their 
ſouls may be ſaved in the great day 
of the Lord Jeſus. For God defiretht 
not the death of the wicked, but 
rather that they ſhould turn and be 
ſaved ; be converted,- that they might 
uve, | | 


God does not tantalize his children, 
no ! For we chriſtians are hired into 
the vineyard at the firſt hour of the 
day; even from our very infancy ; 
when we were dedicated unto God by 
baptiſm, the laver of regeneration, and 


renewal of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Now if the Almighty deſireth not 
the death of a ſinner, it plainly im- 
plies that he has, of his gracious 
goodneſs, given to every one a Pune. 
7 Z Woo: an 
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E 
and abiiity to work out his ſalvation, 
through the bleſſing and aſſiſtance 
of the goſpel covenant; elſe why are 
we commanded to reſiſt the devil, 


otherwiſe it would be to make him a 


har : for to will ſome to be ſaved, and 
not others, would be to deny that he 
deſireth not the death of any ſinner. 


| Moreover it appears that the unmerci- 


ful ſervant, mentioned in the goſpel, 
was in a ſtate of favor and acceptance, 
and had he died in that ſtate, would 
have enjoyed eternal happineſs. But 
as that was not the caſe, he loſt the 


felicity thereof, by his own ingrati- 
tude and inconfideration. Oh! that 


they were wiſe, may well be applied 
here. So that if our opponents can 
produce one ſingle inſtance, that the 
moſt abandoned and hardened finner, 


had never one check of conſcience, to 
admoniſh him of his duty and to ſtop 
his career in ſin, we will give up the 
point. So that it is not for want of 
power or offers to be ſaved, but be- 


cauſe men will not go unto Chriſt 
| that 
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that they might have life and eternal 
ſalvation. It is thoſe who do not uſe 
the means of grace and ſalvation, 
that are ſaid in ſcripture, to be with- 
out help and entirely deſtitute of God's 
grace. As the knowledge of the goſ- 


pel has always ſomething of zeal at- 


tending it, ſo they miſtake that for an 
ability in human nature. Hence the 
one mightily extols, while the 


other decries human nature. And 


therefore if we ſuffer ourſelves to be 


overcome by any temptation, it is not 


for want of ſtrength to reſiſt it, but 
becauſe we will not make uſe of the 


aids afforded us in the blefled goſpel, 


which ſpeaks peace to our ſouls.----If 
we fall under temptations it is not be- 
cauſe of their 2 but that we are 


weak in ourſelves, and careleſs in 


ſeeking for help; idle and remiſs in 


our endeavours to employ it to our 
benefit, when offered to us. We are 
[as St. Clement of Rome obſerves] to 
fix our eyes. on the blood of Chriſt, 
which was ſhed for our ſalvation, and 
ps hath 
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„ 
hath obtained the grace of repentance 
for the whole world. Agreeable to 
which, our church ſubjoins, - that 
Chriſt is the Lamb of God who taketh 
away the ſins of the world. And 


again, we are taught to believe by our 
admirable catechiſm, that God the 


fon hath redeemed us and all the 
world, and made ſatisfaction for the 


ſins of the ſame. Moreover, in 
anſwer to all oppoſers of the holy 
goſpel, which is ſo eſſentially ne- 
ceflary to be believed in order to our 
obtaining life through Chriſt ; let 


me add this remark. In vain hath 


our bleſſed Lord commanded it to be 
preached throughout the world, if be- 
levers and unbelievers are equally en- 
titled to ſalvation : but to place the 


one upon a footing with the other and 


upon a level with the church of God 
1s the very height of lewdneſs and 


- preſumption, yet we may perform 
an acceptable ſervice, ---—= Further, 


; . does 
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does not our bleſſed Lord ſay, Iwill give 
the holy ſpiritto them whoaſkit? which 
ſhews that we have ſome power, tho' 
derived from the Almighty's good- 
neſs, to call upon him that we might 
be heard. Again, do not we pray in 
our admirable church ſervice, or rather 
do not we acknowledge that God, 


whoſe nature and property 1s ever to 


have mercy and to forgive? --- Now, 
is not our belief, according to the 
church of England, that we are 

heirs through hope of God's ever- 
laſting kingdom, by the merits of 


Chriſt's moſt precious death and paſ- 
ſion. And do not we pray to the 


Almighty, ſo to aſſiſt us with his grace, 
that we may continue in that holy 


fellowſhip ? which would be a piece of 


arrogancy to requeſt, were it ſure al- 


ready.—But thank God we have not 


ſo learned Chriſt. 


If the goſpel inſtitution and «the 


chriſtian mode of worthip, were not 


more 
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more perfect than the Jewiſh, it 
would be preferring the latter to the 
former, and rendering the one not ſo 
efficacious as the other; and would 
alſo be doiug a piece of injuſtice to 
our preſent citabliſhed form, as well! 
as reflecting upon the wiſdom of God; 
u ho always looked upon the law of 
Notes as a mmadoew of good things to 
come. 


But we chriſtians worſhip God in 
2 more excellent manner, becoming 
the goſpel of Chriſt, that with one 
heart and in one mode of worſhip, we 
mould glorify our maker, redeemer 
and fanctifer, and pay them, the juſt 
homige of cur lips. Yet is it not 
amazing to find ? that when we are 
commanded to bow down and kneel 
before the Lord our maker, in all 
our public addreſſes to him, we ſhould 
be fo perverſe, and ſtupid as to think, 
that is not included in worſhipping 
aid adoring his ſacred name: certainly 
we ought to ſhew the profoundeſt re- 
verence 
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verence to his awful majeſty, which 
is beſt done, by the moſt humble geſ- 
| tures of the body; and ſurely we 
ought to glorify him in that as well 
a: in the ſpirit, eſpecially when we 
are conimanded to teſtify it by both. 


Though the prophet David, and 
king Solomon and his fon, had many 
wives and concubines, &c. which 
things we ſee plainly to be forbidden 
us by the law of God, and are now re- 
pugnant to all public honeſty. Yet 
theſe and ſuch like in God's book (good 


people) are not written that we ſhould, 


or may do the like ; following their 
examples, or that we ought to think 
that God did allow any of theſe 
things in thoſe men, But we ought 
rather to believe and to judge Fax 


Noah in his drunkenneſs offended God 


highly. Lot lying with his daugh- 
ters, committed horrible inceſt. We 
ought then to learn by them this pro- 
fitable leſſon, that if fo godly men as 


they were, which otherwiſe felt in- 


wardly 


E 

wardly God's holy ſpirit inflaming 
their hearts with the fear and love of 
God, could not by their own ſtrength 
keep themſelves from committing hor- 


rible fin, but did ſo greviouſly fall 
that without God's mercy they had 


periſhed everlaſtingly : how much 


more ought we then miſerable 
wretches, which have no feeling of 
God within us at all, continually to 


fear, not only that we may not fall as 


they did, but alſo be overcome and 
drowned in ſin, which they were not. 


And ſo by conſidering their fall, take 
the better occaſion to acknowledge 


our own infirmity and weakneſs ; and 
therefore may the more earneſtly be- 


ſeech Almighty God to ſtrengthen us 


with his grace, and to defend us from 
all evil; that having done all we 
may be able to ſtand. 


This 18 the ſenſe of our church, 
by her venerable reformers upon the 
doctrine of falling from grace after 


baptiſm againſt the Novatians ; yet 


they 


— 
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they do not without a Juſt cauſe deteſt 


and abhor the opinion of thoſe, who 
moſt wickedly go about to perſuade 


ſimple and ignorant people, that if 
we happen, after we be once come 
to Cod and grafted in his ſon Jeſus 
Chriſt, to fall into ſome horrible fin, 
He ſhall be unprofitable unto us; 
there is no more hope of reconcili- 
ation; of being received again into 
the favor and mercy of God. And 
that theſe ſort of people may give the 
better colour to their peſtilent and per- 


nicious error, they commonly bring 

in the 6th and roth chapters of the 
Ejpiſt. to the Hebrews, and the 2d 

Chapter of the 2d Epiſt. of St. Peter: 


not conſidering that in thoſe places 
the holy Apoſtles do not ſpeak of the 


daily failings, that we (as long as we 


carry about this 8 of ſin) are ſubject 
unto; but of the final falling away 


from Chriſt and his goſpel, which is 


a fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, that 
ſhall never be forgiven : becauſe ſuch 


perſons forſake the known truth, 


C hate 
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hate Chriſt and his word, and crucify 
him afreſh; and therefore fall into de- 
peration and cannot repent. They 
moreover deſpiſe that inſtitution by 
which their reformation and faith in 


Chriſt is wrought, which is the 


Meat whereby they poſſibly Can 
be ſaved in a goſpel laud., 


And again, upon auricular confeſ- 
ſion, this is their opinion. Aud 
where the advocates thereof alledge 
this ſaying of our Saviour Jefus Chriſt 
unto the leper, to prove that it ſtands 
on God's word. G0 thy way 


and ſhew thyſelf unto the prieſt :” do 
they not 12 that the leper was clean- 
ſed from his leproſy, before he was 


hy Chriſt ſent unto the prieſt for to 


ſhew himſelf unto him? Buy the 
2 reaſon we aut be cleanſcd I 
our ſpiritual leproſy; I mean our 
fins muſt be forgiven us before we 
come to confeſſion. What need yo 
ne Re ip, e then 


n 

then to tell forth our fins unto the 
car of the prieſt, ſeeing that they be 
already taken away. But if we are 
to go and ſhew ourſelves unto, the 
prieſt, it is that of Iſtael, the true 
_ prieſt of our profeſſion Jeſus Chriſt 
the righteous, who is a prieſt for ever 
after the order of Melchiſedeck. For 
none but God can forgive ſins. But 
when any thing ordained of God is 
= the lewdriefs of men abuſed, the 
abuſe is only to be taken away and the 
thing atſelf ſuffered to remain. 


But there are many of too nice a 
palate to endure the ſame thing over 
again; and of all preaching they are 
moſt taken with that, which one would 
think ſhould be leaſt inſtructive ; and 
is certainly liable to the greateſt in- 
conventencies 3 Imean, the extempo- 
rary way, which can never be fo ſolid 
and ſubſtantial, ſo clear or coherent, 
as where men have taken time to 
digeſt their thoughts, and to chuſe 
fuch expreffions as are fitteſt to ex- 


Apoſtles times 
were of another opinion. We read in 


( 20 ) 
plain and inculcate them: this muſt | 
needs be the trueſt way of edifying, if 
that which tends beſt to inform the 
ignorant, and to aſſiſt the memory, 
and which gives a due and orderly 
motion to the affections, may be pro- 
perly called fo : but the other is ex - 
tolled to that degree, as if the ſpirit 
of God muſt nega be the immediate 
author of ſuch unpremeditated effu- 
ſions, and the operations of his grace 
were ſolely confined to them. 


If ſo vain a coneeit. needs à ſerious 
confutation, our learned Hooker will 
abundantly ſatisfy any unprejudiced 
reader concerning it: even in the 

- ba Gentile converts 


the Alis, how they heſought St. Paul, 


that thoſe words which he preached 


in a Synagogue of the Jews at Anti- 


och, might be preached to them a- 
I pain the next Sabbath day. They liked 


is ſermon never the worſe for being 


then a ſet and prepared diſcourſe, for 


almoſt 
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almoſt the whole city came together 
to hear it. Without doubt, as the 
Apoſtle thought it no ſtinting of the 
ſpirit, no undervaluing of the gitts 
he had received from him, to gratify 
them in this reſpect; ſo neither was 
it any hindrance to the gracious in- 
fluences of the ſpirit upon the minds 
of his hearers, that it was then a pre- 
conceived diſcourſe which he was to 
deliver to them. 


* 


The ſpirit of God does not co- 
operate with men, by pleaſing their 
fancies with notions they do not un- 
derſtand, or with the novelty of which 
they are affected; nor does he puff up 
the mind with knowledge falſly ſo 
called, which often goes for edifying : 
but by opening the underſtanding to 
let in ſaving truths, by creating in 
the mind an humble and teachable 
diſpoſition, by fixing the attention, 
and by leading every faculty of the 
ſoul towards the purſuit of her true 
intereſt and happineſs. 8 


What 
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What one promiſe have we from 
God which is not founded on ſome 
duty required of us? What one 
Eindnef hath our bleſſed redegmer be- 
{towed which he himſelf doth not at- 
tribute to ſome peculiar act of faith 
and obedience ? Thy faith hath 
made thee whole; thy faith hath 
{ayved thee ; if thou wilt enter into life 
keep the commandments ; if ye know 
theſe things happy are ye if ye do 


them. Therefore his holy Apoſtles are 


commiſſioned and charged to teach 
all his diſciples to obſerve, all things 


which he hath commanded, The grace 
of Chriſt. injoins us to be univerſally 


faithful and obedient. It is indeed a 
manifeſt and apparent contradiction 
to pretend to have faith without fin - 
cere and perfect obedience. For fo 
ſure as any ſoul is ſeduced and be- 
guiled into any opinions or actions 
contrary to the revelations and pre- 


cepts of the goſpel, ſo far muſt he 
depart from the faith, and become an 


. 
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| Infidel, If therefore we believe as 
chriſhipns, we mult as chriſtians act. 


5 

Now the doctrines of the church of 
Rome how abſurd are they as well as 
impious, when God will not fuffer 
his honor to be given to graven 
images — -- and if adoration were 
not an act of religious worſhip, it 
would never have been deemed ſin- 
ful to pay it to them. Can they 
aſſiſt, or even hear you in your pe- 
titions? when the very angels them- 
ſelves, are only miniſters of falvation 
ſent forth to miniſter to them 
who ſhall be heirs thereof; by God's 
command to ſuccour and comfort 
us here in' an inviſible manner, to 
| preſerve us from all harm that may 
| befall the body, and to protect the 
foul from any ghoſtly enemy that 
may happen to aflault it; yet we 
never heard of but one mediator 
between God and man; the man 
_ Chriſt Jeſus: who is alone able and 
willing to hear all faithful ſuppli- 


Calits 
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.cants thet apply unto him for grace 
to enable them to overcome, thaꝶ they 
may inherit a crown of glory and 
reap eternal life. And as for works 
of ſupererogat ion, if a perſon can be a 
debtor and a ſupererogator at the ſame 
time, then he may have ſome reaſon 
to plead what in juſtice he may lay 
claim to; but till then, O vain man! 
do not attempt it: for when we have 
done all, we muſt ſay, we are unpro- 
fitable ſervants, eſpecially when we 
are commanded to love the lord our 
God with all our heart, with all our 
foul, with all our might, and with all 
our ſtrength. So that we can never 
exceed our bounden duty. 


The doctrine of tranſubſtantiation 
15 another fatal error of theirs. For 
nothing can be a fign of itſelf ; the 
very ſign being manifeſt unto us, that 
the thing ſignified mult of neceſſity 
be abſent. I have no occaſion to re- 
member a thing preſent. And as. 


_ Chrilt's body itſelf is in Heaven, and 


one 


„ 
one and the ſame ſubſtance cannot be 
in two places at once, and moreover 
how can that be entire which wanteth 


a part? Did not our bleſſed Lord 


adminiſter the repreſentation of his 


body and blood in both kinds? DO 


not we expreſly read, that all his 


diſciples drank of the latter? Vet 


again, how could it be his real body 


and blood when he was ſtill alive? 


You might as well ſay that he was 


really a door, a vine; or with the 


impious Jews reply, how can this 


man give us his fleſh to edt, when 


they were ſeandalized at him fot aſ- 
ſerting an undoubted truth.” When 
it 1s, as to its intents and purpoſes, the 


body and blood of Chriſt to the faith- | 2 


ful believer. The 1 there 


of is changed thoug 
cal ſubſtance. 


e, that 


ing in an unknown ton 
were the ſeriptures conſulted as 


1 


they ought to be; in an impar- 
tial manner, nothing need any 


more to be ſaid about it. What 1s 
eee the 


A 


not its identi- 


* 
* 
* 


( :26--) , 


the intent of all religious aſſemblies, 
but that we might be edified and 
glorify God? Now if I underſtand not 
what I ſay, I am ſure I never ſhall 
be able to know when I do my duty 
and perform an acceptable ſervice to - 
the moſt high. 70 
1 1357161 10 n 
As for the doctrine of purgation, 
it is ſoon reſolved, when we are told 
that the blood of Jeſus Chriſt clean- 
ſeth us from all fin. And bleſſed 
and therefore happy are thoſe who 
die in the Lord, even ſo ſaith the 
ſpirit, the ſpirit of truth itſelf, for 


they reſt from their labours. The 


caſe of the penitent thief informs us, 
that the moment of his departure his 
ſoul was with God. And as for the 


marriage of prieſts, does not St. Paul | 
_ abſolutely declare, that the holy 


ſtate is honorable among all, and the 

bed undefiled. Did not the apoſtle - | 

was not St. Paul a; married man? 
a , of 
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(2:29 I 
I ſhall here conclude with obſer- 
ving, that chriſtian men's goods are 
not common; and which appears 
even from the poor widows mite, for 
if it had not have been her own pri- 
vate property diſtinct from others, 
ſhe would never have been commend- 
ed by our Saviour for her pious bene- 

volence; fo as even to diſtreſs her- 
ſelf. And does not St. Paul in the 
affair of Ananias and Sapphira, (that 
before they had ſold what they 

did, and afterwards kept back part of 
what was ſolely. to ' be dedicated to 
religious uſes) ſay, was, it not in 
their own power to have done as they 
might have thought proper. But 
now it is not. And therefore ſhews 
men have a private property diſtinct 
from other people. | 9 
Why ſhould we be fo ſcrupulous in 
taking a lawful oath, provided it is 
done in juſtice, judgement and truth, 
which conſtitute it ſuch. And has 


( 28 ) 

not the Almighty himſelf juſtified 
it? when he could ſwear by no great- 
er he ſwore by himſelf. And did 
not: the high prieſt adjure Chriſt by 
the living God that he would declare 
unto hin the very truth. It is only 
the ptufa nation of God's ſacred name 
in common converſation that is for- 


» tf \ , 

i , 1 1 
. 
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Lam ſurpriſed to find: that a great 

many people ſhould have ſuch an ob- 
jection to forms, when without any 
fuch,” how eould we join with one 

heart and one mouth that ſo we may 
glorify God? How could we be 
unanimous in our prayers? when 
one might be a praying and another 
a praiſiig the moſt high. And does 
not the holy ſcripture inform us, 
that when two or three (nay more) 
ſhould agree in any thing that they 
thould- aſk; it ſhall be done unto 
them, which ſhews the expediency 
of forms-; and that our bleſſed Sa- 
viour countenanced them under the 
i == Jewiſh 


(29 5) 


| Jewiſh economy. For it is manifeſt 
they had ſuch amongſt them. 


Again, why ſhould ſome object 
againſt part of our burial ſervice, 
when we do not abſolutely declare, 
any perſon happy; but the charity of 
our church is ſuch that the wiſhes 
them to be ſo. And pray where is 
the harm in that? Charity, as St. 
Paul ſays, thinketh no evil; hopeth 
all things, believeth all things, en- 
dureth all things: God grant we may 
all be of that happy diſpoſition ; that 
we chriſtians may hold the faith i 
unity of ſpirit, in the bond of peace 
and in righteouſneſs of life, 


And as for the Croſs in infant bap- 
tiſm, we pay no religious reſpect to 
it; only as it teacheth us our baptifmal 
covenant, and that we ſhould not be 
aſhamed to confeſs the faith of Chriſt 

crucified, and to behave as chriſtians, 
the redeemed of the Lord; and tho 
ſay you, one cannot undertake for 
EO another 


(3071 
another in religious matters; yet 
one may engage for another (Which 
13 no more than his bounden duty to 
do when he arives at maturity, eſpe- 
cially as it tends, to his; own happi- 
neſs ſo much till ſuch time. as he is 
capable of practiſing his duty him- 
ſelf) and that is all that is meant 
by promiſing to renounce the fleſh 
and the devil, and all the ſinful works 
thereof, and to believe in God's word 
and obey his gommandments. 1 

It never ad, — 50 the word os 
| God yet, nor ever will, that there 
are any more than two facraments, 
Baptiſm, and. the Lord's ſupper ; ; that 
the popiſh are not, is evident, in that 
they have not got the, ſanction and 
authority of our Saviour for to make 
them ſo. Where do they convey the 
end and deſign of one? 4 957 is an 
outward and viſible ſign of an inward 
and ſpiritual grace given. unto us or- 
dained by. Chriſt himſelf as a means 
whereby we receive the ſage and as 

A 


( 31 ) 1 
a pledge to aſſure us thereof — Pray 
are any the better and holier for 
partaking or neglecting the others ? 
I believe we ſhall find not. And 
therefore there are only two neceſſa- 
ry to ſalvation, baptiſm, and the 


Lord's ſupper. 


And as for the characters of the 
Meſhah, they never were fulfilled 
in any other perſon but Jefus the 
Chriſt, therefore he is the Meſſiah. 


To ſuppoſe that the church of 


Rome is the mother church, and that 


the preference ſhould be given to St. 
Peter rather than to St. Paul is the 

reateſt miſtake imaginable: for cer- 
tainly that of Jeruſalem ought to have 
the juſteſt claim if that was the caſe; 
when that without all doubt was the 
firſt metropolitan city, and where the 
college of the apoſtles was inſtituted, 
And did not St. Paul withſtand St. 


Peter to his face? and juſtly rebuked 


him for his ſeperation. Therefore 
i” St, 


(-38+ 4) 
St. Paul thought himſelf as much in- 


truſted with the flock of Chriſt as St. 
Peter was. 


That chriſtian men may ſerve in 
Wars, when lawfully called upon by 
their governors, appears from hence, 
---Do not we read of the good Cen- 
turion, how he was commended by 
our Saviour in giving alms, which 1s 
very ſeldom thought of by people, in 
ſuch tations? And how that our 
bleſſed Saviour had ſaid to the com- 
mon ſoldiers, exact no more than 
your wages and be content therewith. 
He does not blame them for taking 
up arms. And therefore it is lawful 
for chriſtian men at the command of 
the magiſtrates, or prince, to wear 
weapons and ſerve in the wars. 


It plainly appears then from ſcrip- 
ture, that not only ſetting up an 
idol for the true God, but alſo a wor- 
ſhiping the true God by an W 21 
is 1dolatry : and the reaſon is, be- 


cauſe 


(33 ). 
cauſe the repreſenting God. by an idol 
is a debaſing of him, as if the were a 
corporeal being, like outſelves; and 
therefore the Ilraęlites are ſaid to have 
changed the glory of God into tht fi- 
militude of an ox that efteth,grafs. 
Now it does not appear that the l ſra. 
elites, had any intention to gaſt off that 
God who, had brought thenac:aut of 
the land of Egypt hut that fome- 
thing in, the place of God, ou repre: 
ſegting 1 ee en 
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And why ſhould it be alledged, that 
we curle our neighbours in the com- 
mination ſervice, When at the ſame 
time we only declare God's truth a- 
gainſt impenitent ſinners, that are 


guilty of thoſe heinous tranſgreſſions ? 


and which are recorded in the holy 
ſcriptute for our admonition and in- 
ſtruction, that we ſhould beware, and 
do no more ſo wickedly. Otherwiſe 
we provoke God's juſt indignation a- 


gainft us, and ſhall aſſuredly ſuffer his 


fore di eh if we repent not; 
e 


otherwiſe we ſhall inevitably periſh 
everlaſtngly. E rom which, 91 God 
deliver us. - a ; 

Zain orn. CH 

What can be naace e plainly nge 
im ſſtripture, than obedience to our 
ſoneceign;' when we are command- 
ed' ta fubmit ourſelves to every or- 


dinance* of man for the Lord's ſake, 


_ arhbthes; it be tothe king as ſapreme, © 


ori unto | governors, rg Now God 
ofteh raiſes up a wicked king for a 


ſcourge to a rebellious 9 There 


18 


7 
7 4 9 
P43 BY 4 


r | 

is no Power . but what is derived 

} from above, the powers” that be, are 

ordained, of God. And. I am ſure 

! we have no cauſe of complaint, 

when we ſee ſuch a mild and gra- 

| _ cious ſovereign upon the throne; one 

who fears God, and hath the JO 
cauſe een at heart. 


. there are who blame us thy 
praying againſt ſudden death; but it 
plainly appears they do not underſtand 
the ſenſe we take it in; when we 
know very well that nothing happens 
without the Almighty's will and plea- 
ſure; but then it may come unex- 
pectedly to us, and we be not the leaſt 
apprized of it, but utterly unprepared 
to meet our God, and to give up our 
accounts with joy. And therefore it 
is the chriſtian's with. and deſire, that 
he may be fitted for death, let it come 
in what. ſhape it will; which is all we 
mean by the expreſſion. And ſince 
to be delivered into the hands of our 
enemies, and for thoſe who hate us to 
be made lords over us; is the dreadful 
con- 


(36 ) 
conſequence of refiſting God's grace, 
| and contemning the means of his ſal- 
vation, and may be with us as it has 
been with many great and flouriſhing 
kingdoms, and more than once the 
-unhappy fate of this land. But pray 
God. we may not deſerve it again, but 
may ſo live in love and charity amongſt 
ourſelves, and with an unfeigned faith 
and ſtedfaſt belief of the goſpel of 
Chriſt, may with one heart and one 
mouth, together with one mode of 
worlhip, glorify our Maker, Redeem- 
we and Saag, . 
Fs Oat! A icky 
. Arid as for che-doftrine of laying o on 
of hands, whether jt be in ordaining a 
pun for the ſacred miniſtry, or at 
Confirmation, to releaſe the godfathers 
and godmothers from their duty, the 
prelate takes no more upon him in his 
oftice. to do, than as he is authorized 
from the word gf God. Does not 
Chriſt ſay to his a ales and in them 
to all * 4 ſhould ſucceed them in that 
— Lo, 1: am with you to the 55 
- 0 
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of the world? which manifeſtly ſhews 
it does not relate to their perſons only, 
but to their miniſtry, And does not 
he ſay hkewiſe to them, Whatſoever 
ſhall be bound on earth, hall be bound 
in heaven; and whatſoever ſhall be 
looſed on earth, ſhall be looſed in hea- 
ved ? which plainly ſhews they have 
a power conferred on them, after the 
manner of the apoſtles, to lay hands 
on thoſe when they come to a ſenſe of 
their duty, before they receive the ſa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper, They 
do not pretend to give the Holy Spirit 
themſelves, neither did the apoliles, 
by their own virtue and authority ; 
yet God has promiſed te give his ho- 
ly ſpirit in the uſe of the means to 
thoſe who aſk it, and ſeek it by di- 
ligent and fervent prayer ; eſpecially 
in ſuch an affair as this, where the im- 
portance of religion, and the importu- 
nity of the congregation, call for it, 
that God would * defend this (and fo 
every one) his ſervant with his heaven- 
ly grace, that he may continue his for 


Ever; 
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( 33 ) 
ever; and daily increaſe in his holy 
ipirit more and more, until he comes 
to God's everlaſting kingdom”; which, 
by the way, plainly indicates, that a 
chriſtian may make ſhipwreck of his 


faith, and then good by to all perſe- 


verance whatever. 


And why ſhould the compoſition 
of holy David (who was a type of 
Chriſt) be called into queſtion ? be- 


cauſe truly ſome of the pſalms appear 


to be horrid imprecations to ſome peo- - 
ple: and what then, does he not ſet 
forth the deliverance of God's church, 


and the deſt-uction of all his enemies, 
in the moſt lively manner, if they per- 
fiſt in their wickedneſs and impiety ? 
Does he not at the ſame time pray for 
their reformation? that whatever ſhall 
happen may be a means to bring them 


to themſelves, and to a ſenſe of their 
duty. What elſe can be the meaning 
of thoſe words recorded in the 83d 
pſalm, Make their faces VA 
O Lord, that they may ſeek thy 
c name. 


: COTE tae RS $i r 


2 . A RL 4 hl 
p + 1 pb y * - _ 
$2 + en Fans 


AW} 
name. But that they may know that 
thou, whoſe name is Jehovah, art on- 
ly the Moſt Higheſt (agreeably to the 


Hebrew idiom) over all the earth. 


For no good thing will he withhold 
from them that live a godly life; and 
therefore theſe paſſages do not relate 
to individuals, but to a chriſtian com- 
munity, and their ſpiritual adverſaries. 


But, in order to do juſtice to > this 
point, (the art of preaching): we ſhouid 


| obſerve equally, that the way of read. 


ing which we follow, hath alſo its ad» 
vantages, Sermons, by the help. of ſtu- 
dy, are more correctiy compoſed, with 


reaſoning more juſt, inſtructions more 


judicious, points of faith and doctrine 


more fully and truly explained, and 


what is 0 miglity importance, with 

more exact regularity and method S0 
that, „upon, the waole, it is not perhaps 
eaiy to decide, which of theſe deierv= 
eth the preference, the advantages and 


inconveniences being balanced on each 


ſide. 


Why 


( 49 1 

why ſhould the word worthip Pp, 
the matrimonial ſervice, be offcalive 
to ſome, when we only mean there, 
by that expreſſion, the reverence that 
is due from the huſband to the wife 
that he ſhou:d keep the bed pure and 
undefiled. 

As for the power of impoſing forms, 
entruſted with the commonwealth, 
which has ſometimes been united to- 
gether in church and ſtate, it muſt ap- 
pear feaſible, ſince God has left the 
world in governing by a theoctacy— 
which would not now luft, fince What 
is expedient in one ſtate, may not be ſo 
in another; and therefore it is left to 
| every ſtate to determine as it thinks 

moſt proper and neceſſaty to the ſet- 
ting forth of God's glory, and the 
good of mankind.” And why Mor 
private people take upon them to in 
trude their own crude notions, tb 'abs= 
lich a ſet of articles, which is the *bul- 
wark and ſafety of our church, to the 
deſtruction (I may ſay) thereof : ? I ſee 
no reaſon for it, and thoſe of much ſu- 


perior 


* 
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perior judgment think the ſame, If 
there was not ſome criterion of our 
faith to tie us down to orthodox prin- 
ciples, we ſhould preſently deſtroy the 
act of uniformity, and be a meer cy- 
pher as to principles. How ought we 
then to ſtrive for the faith, the pure 
form of ſound words, which was once 
delivered to the ſaints ; and let not our 
adverſaries unchurch us, who will, in 
all probability, glory in our ruin, 


Now why ſhould ſome object a- 
gainſt our uſing the Lord's prayer, 
when our Saviour's command is ſo ex- 
preſs ? when ye pray, fay, Our Fa- 
ther, &c. i. e. ufe the very words and 
form as I ſet forth to you. And ſure- 
ly we cannot uſe a more perfect pat - 
tern, a more bleſſed compoſition, ſo 
ſuitable to all our wants — may we be 
like unto its divine author, then ſhall 
we not quarrel about it, but ſhall 
gladly join with one heart, and one 
mouth, to glorify our heavenly Fa- 


ther. 


E 


Had the doctrine of Chriſt been de- 
monilrated with ſuch evidence as, 
muſt have forced the aſſent of every 
man, faith had not been commenda- 
ble; or if the proof thereot had not 
been certain, and ſufficient to deter- 
mine a wiſe man, infidelity had not 
been blameable ; and God in his wiſ- 
dom has given us the latter evidence, 
tha' not the former. 


I ſhould think myſelf wholly un- 
worthy of the gown I wear, hould 1 
be aſhamed or afraid to ſpeak i 
vindication of that worſhip, which i 
is the duty, as well as glory of my of- 
fice, to offer up before the congrega= 
tion. Am I then become your enemy 
becauſe I tell you the truth? God for- 
| bid ! Therefore in my former Trea- 
tiſe, I only vindicate the doctrine and 
diſcipline of, the church of England, 
Which is amy duty, and which I al- 
ſo do for conſcience fake. And why 
ſhould we quarrel about punctilio's, 
when a certain mode of worſhip K. 
8 


3 
be kept up in the church of Chriſt, as 
well as it was in the Jewiſh œco- 
nomy. But I was aware of this, there- 
fore have endeavoured to pleaſe God 
rather than man; elſe I ſhould not be 
the ſervant of Chriſt, or a true miniſ- 
ter of his bleſſed goſpel. It is one 
thing to ſpeak againſt a ſubje&, and 
another thing to anſwer it; and thoſe 
who are not pleaſed with my perform- 
ance, may conſult the ableſt divines 
of our church, and I am ſure they 


will find their objections quite over- 


thrown. —— — As for the names 
of a Watts and a Doddridge, I re- 
vere as much as any chriſtian can 
do; but, were you, to examine into 
their works, you will find them more 
candid and judicious, than their ad- 
miters now-a-days. Conſult Dr. Biſſe, 
and you will never be able to quarrel 
with our warſhip.— But tell it not in 
Gath, publiſh it not in the ſtreets of 
Aſcalon, leſt our enemies triumph, 
and the daughters of the Fn, 


1. am 


. 

I am ſure IT have uſed candour and 
moderation in my poor performance, 
(and all for the glory of God, and the 
good of mankind) only delivering my 
own ſentiments, without reflection 
upon any body. So let us join with 
good biſhop Beveridge, who was 
no enemy to thoſe that were not of the 
eſtabliſhed church. Let us love their 

bags ſo as to hate their vices, and 
let us hate their vices, ſo as to love 
their perſons. This I know, that if 
people are in an error, they ought to 
be convinced of it. — So that thoſe, 
who ſtill urge te have our worſhip 
more pure, more,reformed, ought to 
be looked upon not as lawful refin- 
ers, who would ſeparare the droſs; 
but as felonious artiſts, who would eat 
away the ſubſtance, For, when a 
thing is once perfected, once purified 
to the ſtandard, any farther reforma- 
tion can be but robbery. And 
thoſe Who ſpeak againſt our publick 
mode of divine worſhip, . do in the 
fame breath condemn the practice of 
” the 
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the ſaints of old — nay, of Chriſt 
himſelf and his apoſtles—whoſe ſteps 
undoubtedly” we ovght to follow, if 
we would ſecure the favour of God 
here, and be unſpeakably happy here- 
after. The practice of the primitive 
church is the beſt commentary on her 
diſcipline, and the beſt criterion for us 
to be determined by — It is but a 
{mall thing to be judged by man, 
or of man's judgment, fince we muſt 
all appear before the judgment ſeat of 
Chriſt, to give an account of the 
deeds done in the body; and then 
ſhall every one have praiſe of God, 
who has been found faithful in the 
diſcharge of his duty; and may I 
render up my account with joy, and 
not with grief, for that is unprofit- 
able for you. Now, to what 
end do we come to the houſe of prayer 
for? Is it to adore God, or to admire 
men ? Is it to praiſe him for the ex. 
cellency of his greatneſs, or his mi- 
niſters, for the excellency of their 
talents ? Should this plenteous pro- 

| 1 . viſion 
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viſio" of preaching be ever again ex- 
alted, and abuſcd, to the neglecting, 


; deſpiling, and diſparaging of our pub- 


lic worſhip, as it was before the great 


| rebell ion, it might Well provoke God 


to take it again from us; and inſtead 
thereof to feed our luſts with preach- 
ing, as he did the Iſraelites with 
quails, till it came out of their noſ- 
tiils, and became loathſome unto 


them. It was a remarkable ſaying, 
ſo founded on the judgment of God, 


that a church which places its re- 
ligion in preaching, ſhall never 


ſtand. 


If in what i is written I have given 


- cauſe of offence to any, I am lorry 
for it, it was truly none of my in- 


tention. My aim was upright, my 
meaſures fair, my endeavours honeſt 
and hearty, and | had no low or lit- 
tle intereſts to ſerve. And how defec- 


tive ſoever the diſcourſe: may be, in 


the ſtile, method, or matter of it, 


yet 1 hope my R in compo- 
ling 


E 47-1 
ling it, was blameleſs. For it 
was ſuch then as I cheriſh now, and 
with not only to live, but to die in; 
and in that faith which was ever de- 
livered to the ſaints, whech we of our 
church enjoy the pureit of any others: 


From all falſe doctrine, hereſy, and 
ſchiſm, good Lord deliver us. 


We cannot expect God's anger 
ſhould ceaſe from us, unleſs we re- 
move the cauſes thereof; for though 
our blefſed Savicur has made fatisfac- 
tion to divine juſtice for all our fins, 
* and hath redeemed all mankind,” 
yet that is not available to us, unleſs 
we renounce and forſake our fins ; 
and which 1s implied by our believing 
in him : for then it is, and only then, 
that we are ſaid to be pofleſſed with a 
true and lively faith, when we man- 
felt it in our lives and converſations 
that it is wrought of God, when we 
bring forth good fruit, fach as Gur 
heavenly Father 1s pleafed with, for 
his dear Son's fake, Chriſt Jeſus our 

0 1 ord. 


a 
Lord, ---- But further, why are we 


perſuaded if we cannot comply? or 
commanded, who cannot obey ? or 
threatened, who cannot rebel ? or 
called upon to work together with 
God, if we can do nothing when he 
aſſiſts. Our beſt obedience is but 
imperfect, and could never be able 
to procure acceptance from God, or 
Acquire his approbation, but for the 
fake and merits of our bleſſed ſaviour 
and redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt, as done 
"by perſons in covenant with God 
through Him. 


-- 
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Conſider that the ſcripture, in 
what ſtrange form ſoever it be pro- 
1 nounced, is the word of the living 

= | God. Let that always come to your 

E remembrance, which is ſo often re- 
peated by the prophet Eſaias, the 
mouth of the Lord, ſaith he, hath 
ſpoken it,” If we know we muſt 

practice; our fouls require this of us, 
becauſe Chriſt ſaith plainly, that 
as we ſow we ſhall reap; he will 
judge of our faith by our works ; if 
we 
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we are good trees we ſhall bring forth 
good Kr, but if we produce evil 
fruit, our root 1s too viſibly evil, and 
our dobmi {hall be to be cut down and 
burnt, as an incumbrance to the 
ground. This is the appointed por- 
tion of all perverſe, ſtubborn, incor- 
rigible, and d ſobedient finners ; 
. 475 deſerved and wr:tched fate let 
us, through divine grace, timely a- 
void, and make our calling and elec- 
tion ſure, by adding, as St. Peter ex- 
horts, to our faith, virtue and know- 
ledge; then ſhall we never fall, but 
through grace, and the merits and 
obedience of a crucified Saviour, ar- 
rive ſafely when our chriſtian race is 
run, at the land of bliſs, the heaven- 
ly Canaan, where there remaineth an 
eternal reſt from ſin and ſorrow for 


the children of God. 


7 As we chriſtians are not deſtitute 
of the knowledge of the true ung 
and of Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent, 
but are well acquainted with their 

G will, 
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will, let us then, as we are enabled 
by the aſſiſtance of God's grace offer- 


ed to us in the goſpel, turn unto 


him; and, in our religious duties, 
ſcek to atone for our paſt manifold 
ſins and wickedneſs, that ſo our faith 


in his Son's fight, may never be re- 
proved: but be followers of thoſe 
who through faith and patience inhe- 
rit the promiſes. 


1 or what need have thoſe dead for 
our prayers, whom St, John pro- 
nounces from thenceforth blefled ? 
or how can they be ſaid to reſt from 
their labours, who paſs from thence- 


forth into a ſtate of torments, more 


exquiſite, by far, than this life can . 
poſhbly endure ? and yet ſuch is the 
. purgatory repreſented. 


Had God decreed a great part of 
mankind to death and deſtruction, it 
would be an Pau and contra- 
diction in terms for him to have any 
ſc" in, or to deſire the happineſs 

and 
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and ſalvation of thoſe, whom before 
He in the eternal purport of his 
heart, and in his own breaſt had pre- 
deſtinated to eternal ruin; this would 
be to defire and not to defire at one 
and the ſame time, the abſurdity aud 
impoſſibility of which, every one 
muſt plauily perceive ; for it im- 
plics in itſelf a contradiction, to 
{uppole that God who hath made for- 
ſaking our {ins the means to obtain 
eternal life, will be reconciled to the 
ſinner while he continues in his fins. 
--- True faith then teacheth us ever- 
more to ſerve God in all holineſ and 
pureneſs of living, unto our lives 
end, That we may continue his for 
ever, and daily increaſe more and 
more in grace, and ia all goodneſs, 
until we come to his eternal king- 
dom, through his abundant mercy 
in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Does not our church beſeech Al- 
mig ty God in the office of baptiſm, 
that all thoſe who are baptized, may 

" ever 
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6 are not ſaved: but after er Tre are re- 


ithfyl. and elect children ? And 2 
ly all children that are bepti Wed 


generated with God's höly ſpirit, do 
afterwards fall away, elſe What mean 
we then when, we pray in our burial 
* ſervice, that God would not ſuffer 
uVs in our laſt hour, for any pains of 


3 death to fall from him ?” which 


ſhews that we chriſtians may not 
barely fall away from God, but even 

to fall, trom- him in our laſt hour, 
that is, totally and finally. From 


which, good Lord deliver us 1 for 
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